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INTRODUCTION 
This church’s history can be told, for the most part, through the minute 
books. We have 7 of these minute books but more recent records are in 
digital format.  
 
In the future we will compile hard copies of these also. A more 
thorough record of recent events can be understood through the 
weekly church bulletins.  
 

 Minute Book 1: 1868-1896 (the first entry relates the history 
from the origins of the church in 1843) 

 Minute Book 2: 1905-1925 (the first entry relates the history 
between the two books) 

 Minute Book 3: 1925-1967 

 Minute Book 4: 1968-1981 

 Minute Book 5: 1981-1992 (In 1898 this minute book records 
the merger with Faith Baptist Church) 

 Minute Book 6: 1984-1989 (This minute book begins with Faith 
Baptist Church’s beginning and ends with its merger with 
Brimpton Baptist Church).  

 Minute Book 7: 2000-2009 

 Current Records from 2011 onwards are in digital format 
 
We do not currently have the minute books recording events between 
1992 and 2000. However, these were busy and blessed days.  
 
During this time Faith Baptist School thrived and continued to do so 
until 2010. Many families and individuals received the Gospel and were 
taught and encouraged in God’s Word. A more detailed record of those 
times will be gathered at a later date.  
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The following excerpts from the minute books of the church give an 
insight into the major events as well as day to day decisions the church 
needed to take.  
 
The writing was not always easy to read and sometimes it was virtually 
impossible. On those occasions the spaces are noted with dashed lines.  
 
Many thanks to Tanya Hare and Diane and Andy Imms for typing out 
the minutes for others to enjoy.  
  
Unless otherwise indicated the text is taken directly from minute book 
records. 
 
The minute books show the milestones of the church but also some of 
the more mundane aspects of day to day life in a village church.  
 
This booklet begins with the two registrations of nonconformist 
meetings that were the origins of the fellowship. I would encourage 
you to study the nonconformist movement in Britain’s history if you are 
not familiar with it.  
 
I have included a timeline and tried to include photos and extra 
material around the time periods they were taken.  
 
Probably the most beneficial sections to read would be the memorial of 
John Timms and “A Century of Witness”.  
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Registrations of 
Nonconformists 

1829 & 1833 
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Brimpton, 1829 
 
To the Right Reverend Father in God Thomas by divine permission Lord 
Bishop of Sarum or to his official principal. 
 
These are to certify that a certain Dwelling House situate and being in 
the Parish of Brimpton in the County of Berks, belonging to the Right 
Honourable Earl [of] Falmouth, and now in the occupation of Jabez 
Vines, is set apart and intended to be used as a place for religious wor-
ship by Protestant Dissenters from the Church of England under and by 
virtue of the Statute of the first year, of the Reign of their Majesties’ 
King William and Queen Mary entitled “An Act for exempting their Maj-
esties’ Protestant Subjects dissenting from the Church of England from 
the Penalty of certain Laws” and also by virtue of the Statute of the 
fifty second year of his late majesty King George the third intituled ‘An 
act to repeal certain acts, and amend other acts relating to Religious 
Worship and Assemblies and persons teaching or preaching therein”. 
And we request that this Certificate may be registered in the Commis-
sary’s Court of your Lordship dated this fifth day of November One 
thousand eight hundred and twenty eight. 
 
Signed by  
Edward Cranford, B. Champion, John Wimbull, Jabez Vines, Elizabeth 
Vines 
Certificate issued 3rd February 1829 ED. 
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Brimpton, 1833 
 
To the Clerk of the Peace for the County of Berks. 
We whose names are under written, hereby certify that a certain build-
ing situate in the parish of Brimpton in the County of Berks, will hence-
forth be used as a place of religious worship, under and by virtue of an 
act of the 52nd year of King George the third, entituled an act for re-
pealing certain acts, and for amending other acts relating to religious 
worship.  
 
Dated December 16th 1833.  
Jabez Vines, Charles Swain, William Cole, John Belsher, George Cripps 
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Excerpts from 
Minute Book 1 

1843-1896 
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Page 2 – Summary of origins  

 
BRIMPTON, NEAR NEWBURY, BERKS 

The following case is submitted to the consideration and liberality of 
the Christian Public. 
 
A few years ago a gentleman who was a member of the Baptist Church 
at Reading, then under the pastoral care of the Rev. J. H. Hinton, took a 
lease of the Corn Mill situate at Brimpton; and finding that the Gospel 
was not preached, either in that parish, or in the contiguous parishes of 
Aldermaston and Wasing, was induce to licence his House for the 
public worship of almighty God.   
 
Prior to this several persons had been in the habit of attending family 
worship at his residence, especially on the Lord's Day, as from the total 
absence of evangelical preaching, he had been in the practice of 
reading a sermon to his own family on that day, accompanied with 
prayer and the reading of the Holy Scriptures.   
 
In the process of time several poor persons in the neighbourhood 
requested permission to unite in the worship, and this led to the 
licensing of the place; and as their numbers continued to increase, the 
children were invited to attend for instruction, and a Sabbath School 
was formed; at length so many at times assembled that 
accommodation could not be found for them.   
 
This state of things continued for the space of five years, though not 
without great opposition being made by certain influential persons 
who did all in their power to prevent the parties from attending to 
means of grace.  During that period, repeated efforts were made to 
purchase a piece of ground on which to erect a small Meeting House 
but without success.   
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At length a farmer who occasionally attended yielded to the entreaties 
made, and agreed to sell about a quarter of and acre of freehold land, 
on which a neat and commodious place of worship has been erected, 
capable of accommodating from two to three hundred person; and as 
no house could possibly be procured for the preacher, a small cottage 
was added for his residence at the back of the Meeting House.   
 
The whole has been vested in the hands of trustees and duly enrolled 
in chancery.  Since that time notwithstanding the greatest oppositions 
has been encountered, the cause under the divine blessing has 
prospered greatly, and many pleasing results have been realized.   
 
The zealous efforts of Mr. Young, the Minister, have been crowned with 
success not only at Brimpton, but in the neighbouring stations to which 
he itinerates; and it is confidently hoped that a church will be planted 
there which will be the means of great and everlasting good to the 
villages around.   
 
The friends in the neighbourhood have strenuously exerted themselves 
to liquidate the debt due on the Meeting House and premises, which 
amount to £470, of which now about £150, remains to be paid.  This 
has been advanced by the gentleman by whose Christian sympathy the 
cause was established. 
 
A case more deserving of the liberal aid of the religious public has 
hardly ever been presented before them, and the smallest 
contributions will be thankfully received, either by the Rev. J Statham 
or Mr JABEZ VINES, of Reading, or the Rev. J. G. PIKE, of Newbury. 
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Page 5 – Poem by W Skelt 
 
If not on Marble tablets spread 
The Names of those amongst the Dead, 
Who were with God's dear people here, 
If; living might the past declare, 
 
Though not on Pages, long and fair, 
Past Histories, not recorded here, 
God keeps; the minute book on highs 
And will unfold it, by and by 
 
If years that's past, there's little known, 
And yet; the Gospel seed was sown, 
Good Men have laboured in the past, 
O' may the fruiting, ever last, 
 
May the great dead of Zion still, 
This House with his own presence fill, 
And for his Servants undertake 
All we can ask, for Jesus's sakes 
 
Though small, and Poor, with men we be, 
May we thy Glory ever see 
Lord, widen, strengthen, every Hour, 
There be the Honour – Glory – Power, 
 
   Amen, 
    W Skelt 
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Page 6 and 7 – History of church origins 
 
Dear Brethren in Christ, 
 
Having been called to the Pastorate of this Church my first inquiry was 
to the past history, and to my great surprise I found there had not been 
records kept, and feeling it is important that a history of Gods cause 
here should be of --------   -----------, I set about the work, but after much 
inquiry, there was but little information I could obtain. 
 
From what I have gathered, it appears about the year 1831, A Mr Vines 
held the Mill in this lonely village, that he enjoyed the ---------- of Grace, 
and was anxious that others should become ------------ of like precious 
faith, and for that purpose had Divine Worship conducted in the work 
room of the said Flour Mill.  This went on for some time, and finding a 
few people meeting together, desirous to hear the World of Life, this 
gave rise to the thought to build a House for God, where they thought 
originated as to Man we cannot say, we believe God designed it to be 
so, that Salvation through a Precious Saviour might be published here 
the Poor have the Gospel preached unto them. 
 
It appears that a gentleman of the name of Goddard attended 
occasionally with the friends at the Mill for holy Worship, that Mr 
Goddard was the freeholder of some land, and for a nominal price 
offered a piece sufficiently large for a Chapel – House and Gardens.  
The land was secured, a freehold, and by the joint co-operations, of ----
----- Goddard Viner, and others of who's names I have no record but 
which I trust is enrolled in Lambs Book of Life by whom handsome 
sums of Money were contributed.  They had a mind to build; And we 
doubt not the top ---------- was brought forth with ---------.  Thank God 
for such premises in a Country Village.  May the Lord raise up many 
generous Christian Men to go and to likewise tell every Village and 
Hamlet is ------- with a House of Prayer. 
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The Chapel was began in the Summer of 1833 and opened early in 
1834, so I understand from the best information I can gather. 
 
[We’re not sure why the years given here are 1833 & 1834. Other 
indications are that the people began to meet in 1829 at least, and the 
building was started and completed in 1833 & 1834 respectively.- 
Martin Wickens] 
 
It appears that a Mr Rutherford was the first Preacher, but as to what 
he was, on his usefulness ?? on length of Ministry I cannot gain any 
information.  I trust he has his record in Heaven. 
 
Following Mr Rutherford (but the date I have not) was a Mr Young; who 
was an Agent of the Home Mission, and laboured here for some time 
with success, but as to the cause of his leaving I have no evidence. 
 
I understand after Mr Young left, the people were left without a 
Preacher that the cause declined, and was for a short given up. 
 
I have now something more tangible to date, Vix Mr Charles Rixson, a 
pious earnest Christian who was iterating in the village churches, 
Preaching the Gospel to poor sinners, that he was invited to Preach 
here, and doing so for some time, his Ministry having been blest of 
God, to the souls of the people.   
 
The friends then listening to the work of God, at his mouth, xxxxxx him 
to take the oversight and become their Pastor.  How long Mr Rixson was 
officiated before given his consent I cannot say, but the following is the 
copy of a letter I have seen, 
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Page 8 
Pastor Rixsons call 
Brimpton Chapel, June 10th 1845, 
 
To Mr Charles Rixson, 
Respected and Dear Sir, 
 
I am requested to acquaint you that at a meeting of the Members of 
the Church, it was unanimously resolved, most sincerely and 
affectionately to invite you to take the Pastoral charge of the Church.  I 
have likewise to state it is the wish of the Church it should take Place at 
the earliest period convenient to yourself and the various Ministers 
necessary --------- to carry the same into effect. 
 
On behalf of the Church 
I subscribe myself in Christian Love 
Most faithfully in the Lord 
W Zopett 
 
Page 8 
Baptism in river near chapel 
 
It appears from a memorandum of Mr Rixsons that the first ordinance 
of Believers Baptism took place in the river near the Chapel, August 2nd, 
1843, when himself (Mr R), Mr William Zopett – Mr Daniel Zopett, & 
Mrs Mary Goswell were Baptised and the Church was formed, The Rev 
– J Statham of Reading Preached, & the Rev K Fuller Baptized the 
candidates.  This statement of the formation of the Church agrees with 
the date in Baptist Hand Book, so that Mr Rixson must have been 
Preaching occasionally to the Lords people here at least two years, 
before he was called to the Pastorate as per letter Dated June 10th 
1845.  
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Page 12 
1850 – A Record of Baptisms 
 
1850 The first Sabbath in May, 

Baptised Mr Richard Williams 
1850 The last Sabbath in May 

Baptised Mr David Darling 
1850 The last Sabbath in July 

Baptised 
 

Mrs Lucy Darling, Mrs Eliza Prior, Mrs Sarah Lawrance, 
Mr James George 
 

1850 The last Sabbath in August 
 Baptised  
 

Charlotte Cook, Henry Cook, Charles Wickens [This is a 
relative of the current pastor, Martin Wickens - 2013], 
Williams Dowling, John Oates 

 
1850, The second Sabbath in December 
 Baptised William Dickens 
 
Beside the foresaid names, I have to record the name of our worthy 
Deacon, who through cold & heat, amid many discouragements, as for 
many years came from Thatcham a distance of 3 miles, and in who's 
perseverant efforts much praise is due, and for which the cause is much 
indebted, 
 Mr William Prior, was Baptised by Mr Rixson, Jan 25th 1846 

 
May he have an increase of ardent love to God cause and people until 
Death, & then receive the “Well Done” 
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Page 13 – 14 
General history and Pastor Skelt's call 
 
From the time of Mr Rixson death May 3rd, 1851, till the 
commencement of 1868, a period of 17 years, The Church and 
Congregation underwent many changes some of their numbers taken 
to the better world, others growing weary in well doing, tiring in the 
way, going back into the world. 
 

May the Holy Spirit work upon the hearts of Backsliders; 
and bring the wanderers back in his fold… 
 

For some 7 or 8 years some friends at Newbury gave considerable help 
to this poor and feeble cause and to whom the present members 
would gratefully tender their heartfelt acknowledgements. 
 
Since that time the Church under the Pastoral care of the Rev. J. M-------
- at Kings -----, Reading, as thrown its wings of kind ---- and care over 
this little Church and although having to battle with many 
discouragements and the loss of home comforts, having to come a 
distance of Eleven Miles – wet or dry, through cold and heat, and 
sometimes to almost an empty Chapel.  But the Lord was their 
strength, and enabled them to persevere and God as blest their efforts 
in keeping the Church and Congregation together. 
 
In the Autumn of 1867 the Rev. J. ------ and his friends conferred with 
the members of the Church at Brimpton as to the probability of 
obtaining a Pastor, with some ------ means who would take the 
oversight of the Church and Congregation.   
 
The results will be found in the following statements: 
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I was invited to Preach at Brimpton for two Sabbaths, Oct 19th and 26th 
1867, at the close of 2nd Sabbath the friends urged me to stay 2 more 
Sabbaths to which I consented on the 2nd Sabbath, they gave me the 
call to the Pastorate, but I stated it wanted some consideration on my 
part, and also my family.  I was burdened to pray over matter, and if all 
were anxious I should come to Minister to them the Word of Hope to --
--------- Nov 27th, 1867,  

 
I received the following call by Post: 

 

Baptist Chapel, Brimpton, Berkshire, 
 

“We the undersigned Member of the above Church, at a Church 
Meeting held this Day, Nov 24th, 1867, unanimously adopt the following 
quotation, 
 
“1st  that our best thanks be presented to Mr Skelt for his kindness (?) 
in supplying our  Pulpit the 4 Sundays, beginning Oct 19th and ending 
Nov 10th, we hereby give our hearty approval of his services in which all 
the members of the congregation unite. 

 
“2nd, that we hereby give Mr Skelt our earnest and unanimous call to 
become our Pastor, pledging ourselves by earnest Prayer and Christian 
effort to make his Ministry successful, and his life happy amongst us.  
We pray that our Heavenly Father may direct him in this important 
matter.” 

 
Signed: 
William Prior, M Murpetwhile, Sarah Cook, Joseph Leavey, Elizabeth 
Rixson, William Diggers, John Luiley, Lucy Darling, Mariah Butler, Maria 
Johnson, Richard Williams, Joseph Johnson, Emma Johnson, Charlotte 
Williams, Eliza Prior, David Darling & Mary Claredge 
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After much consideration and prayer, I accepted the call to Brimpton, 
went there the 1st of Jan 1868, where I met with the smiles and good 
wishes of the people and commenced work for the Lord on the 
following Sabbath, may the Lord manifest himself in Christ, pouring out 
his Holy Spirit on Saints and Sinners, and multiplying Believers in this 
Place. 
 
The village is very isolated – the people very poor and most of them, 
living from a mile to 3 miles from the Chapel, so that the prospects are 
not very encouraging.  But the Lord can make the little one a thousand 
and the small one a strong Nation! 
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Page 25 and 26 
Call of Benjamin John Josey 1875 
 
It is desirable to record here in reference to Mr Josey that he had been 
a local preacher at the village stations connected with the Baptist 
church Newbury for a period of 14 years which work he would not have 
left but for circumstances of a painful character occurring amongst the 
Newbury Baptists, whereby he was set at liberty to undertake the work 
at Brimpton.  This exemplifies what often takes place that Providence 
brings good out of evil and makes our failing a means of furthering his 
cause.  In these records it will be found that a farmer Pastor Mr Rixson 
worked at his trade for support, and filled the office of minister to the 
Brimpton church. 
 
In like manner Mr Josey will also follow his weekly calling for the 
support of his family, and endeavour to minister in word and doctrine 
to the people of his charge. 
 
It is devoutly hoped by both Pastor and people that his new settlement 
may prove to be sanctioned by the great head of the church and that 
good may be accomplished, the word of life faithfully proclaimed, the 
Pastor's labour upheld by the prayers of the people and of the cause 
may never become a large one yet these lesser lights are necessary and 
very important as without them many of the villages and hamlets of 
our land would be almost in heathen darkness, so far as the faithful 
preaching of the pure simple Gospel of Christ Jesus is attended to. 
 
May the prayers of Brimpton Christians and Christians round about, be 
earnest and constant and the blessing accordingly.   
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Page 26 
1875 
 
It will be seen that no record has been kept for the last five years.  The 
foregoing entry and paper will sufficiently explain Mr Skelts resignation 
and my acceptance of the pastorate of this Church.  We are a feeble 
flock, may the good Shepherd take of us special care and add to our 
numbers such shall be saved (B J Josey) 
 
 
Page 28 – Building and Maintaining 
Maintenance of the property and buildings often comes up in the 
church minutes. In January of 1876 there is a note regarding making 
alterations to the pulpit. It also mentions painting the outside of the 
chapel, this most likely refers to the door and window frames.  
 
Church meeting Nov 10th 1875 

 
Its being requested by friends willing to contribute that oil lamps would 
be a desirable improvement.  It was unanimously agreed to use the 
same henceforth, to be obtained of Mr Davies of Newbury. 
 
Also unanimously agreed that Mr -------------- of Aldermaston make 
frames for suspending the said lamps also to execute necessary repairs 
to stove pipe. 
 
The old pump and water pipes being rendered useless by decay it was 
unanimously agreed that Bro Prior be authorised to arrange with Mr 
Reynolds of Thatcham to replace it with a new one. 
 
Also roof of house needing attention it was greed it should be attended 
to. 
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Reference also made to previously arranged tea meeting.  Afterwards 
duly held on Nov 16th 1875 with public meeting attendance and 
addresses by kind friends present for the occasion very satisfactorily. 
 
Page 29 – Harmonium introduced and Hymn books changed 
 
Feb 15th 1876 

We spent a pleasant and profitable evening being entertained by 
friends from Newbury, having introduced a Harmonium they came to 
assist our -------------.  Well attended, good collection.  Instrument paid 
for and we are thankful.  Mr Henry in Chair.  7/6 surplus. 
 
Feb 23rd 1876 

Church and congregation agreed to change hymn book using surplus of 
Harmonium fund with contributions some already given to reduce price 
to congregation.   
 
June 21 1876 

 
Church meeting held to receive the evidence of Emma Goodchild, Ellen 
Taylor and Giles Haines, all which being satisfactory the candidates 
were unanimously accepted for Baptism and Membership. 
 
The candidates aforementioned: 
Emma Goodchild 
Ellen Taylor 
Giles Harris 
were Baptized on Wednesday June 28th and received into Fellowship on 
Sabbath July 2nd. 
 
Anniversary aforementioned held of July 4th results surpassing our most 
sanguine expectations. 
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Page 33 – Death of Pastors wife 
The Pastors wife Carolina Josey died July 24th.  My mother in Israel 
having been the means 17 years ago of leading me to the Saviour. 
 
I improved the occasion on the evening of the 13th of August from 
three words found in 1st of Peter 3rd Chapter 22 verse. 
 

“Gone into Heaven;” 

 
I think of thee not as a sufferer now, But a glorified saint with a 
wreathe on thy brow.  That wreathe is the Crown of Righteousness 
given, prepared by the Hand that upraised thee to Heaven. 
 
 
Page 34 – Harvest Service 200 attending 
 
1876 September 12 
Though not purposely to get we held a Harvest thanks giving tea 
meeting on the corresponding Tuesday of last year on which we held 
our Recognition Services, and through the Blessing of God it was a 
perfect success – over 200 persons part-------- of tea in Mr Holbrooks 
barn kindly lent for the occasion – with a public meeting in the same 
place in the evening (Mr Henry of Colthorpe in the Chair), which I trust 
was not spiritually unprofitable.  Chair proceeds of the day including 
£5.0.0 given by Mr Palmer of Reading £15.16.0 
 
£14.14.0 of which the Members and Friends of the Church kindly gave 
to the Pastor. 
 

Truly God is Good 
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February 20th  
Meeting of Church and congregation to consider repairs of property 
gravelling paths. 
 
Unanimously agreed upon, funds for same ??? to be raised by 
anniversary tea meeting (No future meeting of Church and 
Congregation except  by special appointment as in this case). 
 
 
Page 39 – Weekly offering commenced, Pastor Josey had remarried, 
new wife received into membership 
 
Anniversary held on May 8th 1877.  Sermon in afternoon in Chapel by 
Rev J Brewster (Wesleyan), Newbury.  Tea in the Holbrooks barn.  Clear 
proceeds of the day about £7.10.0.  Devoted to repairs of Chapel and 
House. 
 
July 1877.  Sister Maslin transferred to the communion of the Baptist 
Church, Kings Road, Reading. 
 
Church meeting, September 19th 

 
After prayer and singing a few matters were discussed and decided on: 
 

1. That we hold a tea meeting on October 24th 

2. That a new stove pipe complete be obtained 
3. That the weekly offering system be adopted commencing the 

2nd Sabbath in October 
4. Received into membership, Ruth Josey (Pastors wife).  Baptised 

at Westbourne, Hampshire, February 20th 1867. 
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October 24th 1867.  Tea meeting held in the evening meeting were 
attended and address by the Pastor and Bro Marshall, Pike, Coxeter, 
Prior and Laiby.  Clear proceeds 17/6 devoted to assist Stove pipe 
funds. 
 
Page 45 – John Timms joins membership 29/1/1879 
 
Church meeting held Jan 29th 1879. 
Opened with singing and prayer being offered by Bro.  Prior. 
Minutes of last meeting read and confirmed. 
Mr and Mrs Tudor having left for Australia not applying for dismission 
or credential it was thought best to simply erase their membership. 
Brethren Darlin and Butler appointed to visit Joseph Timms and 
subsequently his brother John Timms they being candidates for 
Baptism. 
Bro. Priors financial report for 1878 read and approved as satisfactory. 
 
Proposed and carried that the Pastor should lay down joists and 
boarded floor over brick floor of chapel – also subsequently that he 
should place a pair of inner doors within the outer ones with proper 
side partitions. 
 
Pastor to make enquiries respecting alteration and better ventilation of 
windows.   Cost.  ------ 
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Page 51 – New harmonium purchased 
 
Church meeting held April 21st 1880 

 
Meeting opened with reading and prayer. 
Minutes of last meeting read and confirmed. 
 

1. Agreed unanimously that proceeds of anniversary be applied to 
outside of Chapel and House to repair and paint water spouting.  
Door.  

2. Thought that we cannot make collections for the Centenary 
Anniversary of Sabbath School as applied for by the Managers 
there of.   

3. Agreed to purchase the Harmonium, lately used by Baptist 
Church, Newbury.  Our own to be sold forthwith.   

 
Church meeting held, April 13th 1881 

Opened as usual, prayer being offered by Bro.  Prior.  Minutes of last 
meeting read and confirmed. 
 
Mr Davies having sent us sketch of sash window.  One of diamond lead 
casements also – after consideration it was proposed by Bro. Binge, 
seconded by Bro. Darling that we have the sash windows and the 
louvre ventilation – Carried - 
 
Proposed by Bro. Binge seconded by Bro Josh Tymms that we have 
ground or frosted flass – this being very strongly recommended by the 
Pastor for the greater privacy from the road and the less disturbance 
during worship by persons on things passing – Carried - 
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William Farmer of Midgham desiring to become a member with us. 
Brethren Prior and Butler were appointed to see Him with a view 
thereunto.   
 
Proposed by Bro.  Prior that the remaining old lamp lately used for 
Harmonium be given to Sister Rixon – unanimous - 
 
Page 59 – Weekly services changed from Wednesday to Tuesday 
It having become desirable that we should hold our weekly service on 
Tuesday rather than Wednesday evening.  We agree to make that 
alteration. 
 
Page 74 – Pastor H Clark – new pastor – 28/1/1885 
A public tea meeting was held on Jan 28th 1885 when notwithstanding 
the wet weather there was a good attendance the occasion being the 
recognitions of H Clark who has just become settled as Pastor of this 
church.  In the meeting after tea the chair was taken by Mr Rabbetts of 
Baughurst, addresses were given by Messers Pearce (Baughurst), 
Reynolds (Thatcham), W Prior (Thatcham), Marshall and Binns 
(Brimpton). 
 
Page 74 – New seats ordered 
Church meeting – February 4th 

Mr James having given an estimate for new seats for the chapel, it was 
resolved that the order for eleven seats at a cost of £15-10.0 (£800) 
should be given him at once.   
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Page 93 – Pastor Clarke resigns to go to Old Chesterton, Cambridge 
(18/2/1891) 
 
Church meeting held February 18th. 
The Pastor having received an invitation to labour with the Baptist 
Church, Old Chesterton, Cambridge and given his resignation on the 
previous Sabbath.  Steps were taken to obtain a successor for 
Brimpton.  Mr P Davies of Newbury was invited by some of the 
members to be present at this meeting and proved very helpful indeed 
and promised to help in securing supplies for pulpit.  On a subsequent 
Sunday morning it was decided that the two candidates above named 
be admitted by Baptism.  Also that the Pastor write to the Rev E George 
to invite him to preach anniversary sermons about the usual time.   
 
Arrangements were made to hold a Baptismal service on March 11th, 
but a very severe snow storm having set in on the day or two before it 
was deemed advisable to postpone the same and as there were other 
services being held and the Pastor preparing to leave.  One or two of 
the friends decided to ask that they may be Baptised at Newbury at 
their next Baptismal services and be received into Fellowship at 
Brimpton. 
 
A farewell tea meeting was held on March 19th when Mr Clark was 
presented with a time piece and ornaments in Bronze and marble as a 
token of love and esteem of the Church and Congregation and Lizzie 
Clark with an Oxford Teachers Bible from the Sunday School. 
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Page 95 – Mr Chambers invited to pastorate (6/5/1891) 
Church meeting May 6th 1891 

Proposed by Bro Hanes and seconded by Bro Timmes that Rev E George 
should be asked for the Anniversary services (2 services in June).  
Proposed by Bro Binge and seconded by Bro Hanes that Mr P Davis 
should be asked to take charge of the meeting.  Proposed by Bro Binge 
and seconded by Bro Hanes that Mr Jackson should be asked to take 
the chair. 
 
And also that Mr Chambers should be written to with a view of taking 
the pastorage at Brimpton. 
 
Page 96 – Rev John G Skelly of Eeye, Suffolk accepted invitation to 
pastor here 14/6/1891 
 
Rev. John G Skelly of Eeye, Suffolk, accepted a cordial invitation from 
the church, and commenced his ministry at Brimpton on Sunday, June 
14th 1891. 
 
Page 97 – Extra hymnals purchased 
Mr P Davies, Revs G J Knight and E J Griffiths to give addresses. 
 
Mr Binge suggested that more Hymn books should be provided for 
visitors.  As few of the people have the “supplement” to Psalms & 
Hymn, it was thought better now to use it in Public worship at present.  
Meeting closed with prayer.   
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Page 99 
Brimpton 
Baptist Chapel – On Sunday, the 7th inst., Professor Berlyn preached, 
and on Monday evening he gave an interesting lecture on the Jews.  On 
the following three evenings special services were held, when Rev. 
William Alex Findlay, of Carey Chapel, Reading, preached.  The sermons 
were much appreciated.   
 
On last Sunday evening the pastor, Mr John G Skelly, gave and address 
commemorative of Mr Spurgeon.  He spoke of his early life, conversion, 
the building of the tabernacle, and the origin and growth of the various 
institutions connected with it.  He mentioned various occasions on 
which he had heard the great preacher, and also how he had visited his 
birthplace at Kelyedon, and the Primitive Methodist Chapel in 
Colchester where he was “born again”.  As a preacher of the Gospel, Mr 
Spurgeon's popularity was unparalleled, and through his printed 
sermons and books his influence was worldwide.  His work, being of 
God, would not come to nought, and he would not be forgotten while 
there were lovers of the Bible and of the Saviour on earth.   
 
At the close Miss Skelly played the “Dead March” in Saul. 
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Minute Book 2 

1905-1925 
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The Rev. J G Skelly, who faithfully discharged the duties of pastor for 
eleven years, bade farewell to the Church on June 3rd 1902; the 
minutes of the previous book closes with an account of his valedictory 
meeting. 
 
The history of the Church from that time until January 1905 is rather a 
broken one, no minutes having been kept. 
 
The Lord’s days’ services were conducted by Mr Wyles, and Mr Bond, of 
Reading, from the time of Mr Skelly’s retirement until August 24th 1903. 
After that date the services were conducted alternately by local 
preachers from Newbury and Mr Wyles. At the beginning of October 
1903, Mr Wyles took up his residence in the house adjoining the chapel 
and continued the entire oversight of the work until February 1904. My 
Wyles left the house at this time. 
 
During the month of February supplies had to be sought but this 
system proving unsatisfactory, the Church appealed for help to the 
Berks Baptist Association. 
 
The following is taken from the Association Report of 1904: 
 

“The little church at Brimpton demanded your committee’s 
attention and help. Here, it had to come in to strengthen the 
things which remained and were ready to die. After having 
failed in various attempts at self-help, it at length appealed to 
the Association, and your Committee, in conjunction with the 
valuable co-operation of the Church at Newbury, took the work 
in hand. The assistance of the Regent Park College Preaching 
Station Society was sought and obtained, a student taking the 
services on alternate Sundays, the remainder being supplied by 
preachers from Newbury. This arrangement commenced on 
March 6th last and has worked successfully. 
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“The Secretary of the Preaching Station Society writes that “the 
result thus far is distinctly encouraging. Previous to the first 
Sunday supplied by us, the new arrangement was made 
thoroughly known in the village; consequently there was 
considerable increase in the attendance, which has been 
maintained. The members themselves are decidedly more 
hopeful, and the general interest in the cause is certainly 
greater. We feel assured that good work may be done through 
the association of our Society with Brimpton”.  
 
In view of this successful attempt your Committee suggests a 
continuance of the grant to the students for the coming year, 
and it has asked the church at Newbury to kindly take the 
oversight of the work at Brimpton”. 

 
The number on the church roll at the time was ten; the following are 
the names of the members in fellowship:  
 
Butler, Charles;  
Timms, Annie (Mrs);  
Haines, Giles;  
Laurence, George;  
Goodchild, Emma (Mrs);  
Pike, E (Miss);  
Haines, Eliza (Mrs);  
Pike, Amelia (Miss);  
Timms, John (Secretary and Treasurer); Baker, Mrs. 
 
The Sunday school had 44 children on their books, and four teachers. 
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On January 15th 1905 the Regent Park College Preaching Station Society 
took over the full control of the church; entering into an arrangement 
with the committee of the Berks Baptist Association to this end. In 
accordance with this arrangement Mr F Chilton was appointed student 
pastor. 
 
On April 2nd, the following six believers were baptised: Miss Major; 
Miss Butler; Miss B Goodchild; Mr Albert Goodchild; Mr George 
Bradley; Mr Vere Rogers 

 
The following were added to the membership during the year:  
 
Mr Waters (by profession);  
Vere Rogers (by profession);  
Miss Lily Butler (by profession);  
Miss Major (by profession);  
Mr Albert Goodchild (by profession);  
Mr George Bradley (by profession);  
Mrs Amelia Fuller (by transfer from Reading);  
Miss Fuller (by transfer from Reading). 
 
In the latter part of the year, the chapel building was put under repair, 
and the interior decorated. 
 
In October, Mr F Chilton resigned his position as student pastor and Mr 
W Gibson was appointed to succeed him. 
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During the next six months the following business was transacted: 
 
Nov. 5th 1905. Decided to have a missionary meeting on Dec. 6th and 
that Rev. J Ewen of York Town be asked to give the address. 
 
Dec. 12th 1905. Mr Haines proposed and Mr Timms seconded, that a 
mission be conducted in the New Year by Mr W Gibson and Mr A J D 
Milton of Regent’s Park College. This motion was carried.  
 
These motions were further passed: 
 

a) That the Communion Services be held after the morning service 
on the first Lord’s day in each month 

b) That Communion offerings be placed in the box affixed to the 
front door of the Chapel and that the contents of this box be de-
voted to ministering to the wants of the sick and poor of our 
number 

c) That during the winter months a Bible Study Meeting be held at 
seven o‘clock on the evening of the first Monday in each month. 

d) That a prayer meeting be held at seven o’clock on those 
Wednesdays on which the Band of Hope does not meet. 
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The First Photo - 1906 

Feb. 5th 1906. It was decide to erect a wooden shed in the Chapel 
grounds to be used as a stable and cart house for the convenience of 
any driving to the services 

 
March 8th 1906. The Fire Policy on the Chapel and adjoining house was 
transferred to the Baptist Fire Insurance Company. The policy was 
drawn up as follows: 
 On the Chapel     £150 
 On the Manse     £150 
 On the organ       £25 
 On the pews, furniture, communion plate   £20 

Total        £350 
Premium: Seven shillings 
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June 19th/20th, 1906 – Excerpt from Annual Report 
We have not sought to gain numbers by outside attractions, but the 
simple Word of God preached in living power has proved the supreme 
attraction to spiritual minds. 
 
January 13th 1907  
Proposed by Mr Haines and seconded by Mr Laurence that the sum of 
£3.17.0 should be paid for the construction of new outer doors for the 
Chapel. Carried unanimously` 
 
May 5th 1907 

Meeting of Church after morning service. Mr Sydney Black in the chair. 
Opened with prayer. Proposed by Mr Geo. Bradley and seconded by Mr 
Harris: That for the convenience of friends unable to attend the 
morning communion services we should have the service in the 
evening of the 3rd month of the quarter. Carried. 
 
October 6th 1907 

Proposed by Mr Black, “that recognising our responsibility as a Church 
of Christ with regard to work abroad, also taking into consideration that 
we have been enabled to pay our way and are quite out of debt, we do 
henceforward undertake to assign 10% of our income solely for foreign 
work”. Seconded by Mr Haines and carried unanimously. 
 
September 6th 1908 

Mr Black, having completed 2 years as student pastor of the church by 
the 1st Sunday in October, tendered his resignation. Proposed by Mr 
Waters that it be accepted as it was impossible to do otherwise and 
seconded by Mr Haines. Carried. 
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November 8th 1908 

Church meeting held after morning services. Mrs Powell in the chair. 
The meeting opened with a prayer. It was proposed by Mr Waters and 
seconded by Mr Cox that Mr Hobling be invited to become student 
pastor in place of Mr Black whose resignation had previously been 
accepted. This was carried unanimously. 
 
December 5th 1909 

Church membership. The student pastor said that he wished to bring 
before the church a proposal for extending its membership. This chapel 
being the only free church in the district it had to serve the needs of 
non-conformists of all kinds. He therefore proposed that the rule 
limiting the membership to baptised Christians should be dropped and 
that all believers in our Lord Jesus Christ should be regarded as eligible 
for membership. No vote was taken but individual members were 
asked to state their opinion. 
 
March 6 1910 
Church membership. The proposals for opening the membership of the 
church to unbaptized Christians had been placed before the Secretary 
of the Baptist Union. On legal advice he decided that the Trust Deeds 
did not permit of the Church so doing. It was therefore decided on the 
proposal of Mr G Lawrence, seconded by Mr Waters, that the matter be 
dropped. 
 
 
 
May 1st 1910  
Decorations and repairs. On the proposal of Mr G Lawrence, seconded 
by Mr Chas. Smith, it was agreed that certain necessary repairs to the 
Chapel House should be put in hand. 
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September 4th 1910 

Student pastor. Mr Hobling’s second year of office having come to an 
end in October, it became necessary to choose another student pastor, 
as Mr Hobling had intimated that he would be unable to continue his 
work at Brimpton. Mr Simons proposed and Mr Waters seconded that 
Mr Buffard be asked to become Student Pastor. Carried unanimously. 
 
It was proposed and seconded that the hymnbooks in use should be 
replaced by “The Baptist Church Hymnal” and that Mrs Waters be 
authorised to get the required number. Carried unanimously.    
 
 

 

Pastor Earns His Keep - 1930's 
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Mrs. Jane Wyeth and Dr. S Pearcy Carey - 1936 

 

Duncan McLean, Gwen McLean, KB Timms, Jane Wyeth – 1930’s 
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Good Friday Rally with other Churches - 1938 

Sunday School – 1940’s 
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Visit of Mrs. J Dawson 
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John Timms 
Memorial Service 
March 12th, 1943 

John Timms, Burnell Farm - 1937 
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John Timms Senior died 12th March, 1943. 

Funeral Service 16th March 

Memorial Service 21st March both in the church. 
 

Memorial service preached by our pastor. 
 

How shall he become wise that holds the plough? 
Ecclesiasticus 8:25 (Apocrypha) 

 

 
On the banks of the river Nile lies the land of Egypt, famous for its pyra-
mids, the sphinx are the products and pride of the great civilisation of 
the near east.  From early times Egypt was a land a wonderful achieve-
ment, and with a spade of the discoverer has laid bare many of its se-
crets. 
 
In the infancy of man Egypt was the home of what is called the "old civ-
ilisation".  In the six the dynasty, when the pyramids were being built a 
wonderful adventure took place.  By this time Egyptian craftsmen had 
reached a high degree of excellence in their work.  Over them stood 
their rulers, known as the "children of the son."  These "children of the 
son" conceived the idea of venturing beyond the seas to plant their civ-
ilisation wherever they might find land. 
 
So they went out, like Abraham of old, not knowing whether they 
went, impelled by the spirit of adventure, carrying with them the se-
crets of their craft and culture.  They were seeking for gold, pearls, cop-
per, jade because they regarded their substance as being ‘givers of life’. 
 
The range which they penetrated is amazing.  Their megalithic monu-
ments had been found as far away Ceylon. The Indian shores bear wit-
ness to the extent of their voyaging.   
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But who sustained them on their efforts?  They depended upon thou-
sands and thousands of common folk who tilled the soil and produced 
the wealth to finance this far flung effort.  We still may look upon the 
ancient pictures depicting the workers in their fields ploughing, sowing, 
reaping.  Rich where their cornfields, as Israel found it was proverbial, 
'there was corn in Egypt'.  The 'children of the son 'depended  
 
 
upon those sons of the soil 
who created their wealth 
and made possible the series 
of widespread adventure in 
the wider world. 
 
We are gathered here today to keep only the remembrance of one 
who would well have understood the life of those ancient Egyptian 
sons of the soil.  John Timms was a veritable some of the soil.  His early 
life was spent in an apprenticeship to it, and the conditions were so dif-
ferent from those of today.  The lessons he applied in manhood were 
learnt at the lap of stern necessity in his early youth.   
 
From time to time I learn from him the story of his early experiences.  It 
was over 60 years ago that he came to Brimpton, so we may say that 
he had in early life long experience of the land.   
 
He knew nature in all its varying aspects through spring and in summer, 
autumn and winter he wrestled in toil that the fields might yield their 
increase.  Giving bread to the sower and fodder for the cattle.   
 
 
 
 

His daily study was not in books, save for 

one, the Book of books, but of the physical 

forces of the earth in order that he might 

cooperate with the power God had 

implanted in the soil.   
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His daily study was not in books, save for one, the book of books, but 
of the physical forces of the earth in order that he might cooperate 
with the power God had implanted in the soil.  He knew that a nature 
could only be controlled by obeying her.  That only patience could per-
fect his work, and that experience proved the truth of the Lord's the 
Beatitude 'the meek shall inherit the earth'.    
 
It was in this spirit that he put his hand to the plough, sowed or reaped 
and devoted himself in his later life to his favourite pastime of caring 
for the calves.   
 
There was another truth which he grasped in his manly way.  It is ex-
pressed in a handbook of the Roman poet Virgil written for farmers at 
the request of the Roman government in the words 'that all things 
yield to toil'.   
 

John Timms believed in work and not only believed in it, he did it with 
his own hands.  He was tireless in industry.  He realized that 'Satan of-
ten finds some mischief for idle hands to do'.  He taught by example 
and would not ask others to do that which he would not do himself.  
He was a manly man of great strength of body and of mind, but 
strength touched with gentleness.  
 
“The bruised reed he would not break nor quench the smoking flax." 
 
Friendly, but reserved, with a countrymen's caution, he did not dare his 
heart upon his sleeve.  He never went from his appointed place and 
would have agreed with William Cowper that 'God made the country, 
but man made in the town.'  What wonder then that health and virtue 
should be found and least be threatened in the fields and groves. 
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The sense of duty was strong in him as his record of service in the vil-
lage testifies.  He was the witness of many and great social changes 
and often he expressed his satisfaction with the betterment of social 
conditions.   
 
Once when the sermon of a lay preacher on Amos was being discussed 
he made this clear.  The lay preacher had forcibly expressed his agree-
ment with Amos passion for social righteousness.  It had been sug-
gested that this sort of thing ought to be kept out of sermons.  But 
John Timms would have none of it, he pointed out in his homely way 
that it was always a good thing for a young man to experience life in 
the light of Bible teaching. Oppression was always against God's will.   
 
Moses had been called by God to de-
liver Israel from social bondage in 
Egypt.  He was thankful that the hard 
and unjust times of his youth had past 
and that men were living under better 
conditions. Justice and righteousness 
were cardinal principles for him.  It was important he thought that "a 
man should be expanded in thought by the right party because that 
takes you a smartish way in life'.  It was characteristic of him to be pre-
pared to learn from others as well as from nature. 
 
But John Timms was more than a son of the soil.  He reached beyond 
nature to natures’ God.  Beyond human nature to Him who had re-
deemed it.  He had a profound conviction that a man's life was more 
than food and clothing.  His mind was not exhausted in the practice of 
his craft as a Farmer.   
 
 
 
 

"A man should be expanded in 

thought by the right party 

because that takes you a 

smartish way in life' 
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Like Isaac he meditated in the fields and even tied and saw the outlines 
of eternity.  Beyond his own family he saw and served the wider family 
of his heavenly father. He knew that man was more than flesh and 
blood. That the immortal spirit in man is the candle of the Lord.  
 
Life was more than a passage of time between the cradle and the 
grave. It was the vale of soul making and the spirits of the just were on 
their probation and for them for a more enduring endless hereafter life 
beyond. He understood the great truth enshrined in the ancient Gene-
sis story of man's creation, that God had made man in his own image. If 
he saw the finger of God directing the stars in their courses he also 
heard the authentic voice of 
God speaking in his own 
conscience and declared in 
majesty in the pages of his 
Bible.  
 
The necessities of life made him a son of the soil, destined to toil, de-
pendent for his living upon the land, but he was also well aware that by 
the gift of divine free pardoning grace he had been made a son of the 
loving God. A partaker in the inheritance of the sons of light. His con-
viction of sonship by adoption into the family of God was the main-
spring of his life. How then did he whose hand held the plough, find 
this wisdom? 
 
On May 4th, 1879, two brothers, John and Jospeh Timms, made profes-
sion of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, in this church at Brimpton. 
They were Baptised having been buried with Christ in baptism and hav-
ing risen with Him in fellowship in His mystic body, the church.  
 
 
 

He who held the plough proved wiser than 

Nicodemus, for he knew he must be born 

from above. 
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Joseph was afterward, in May 1883, to emigrate to New Zealand to find 
his fortune in the world. John remained to be a pillar in the house of his 
God for nearly 64 years. What kind of experience underlay the public 
profession of faith by these 2 young men? I do not know the story con-
cerning Joseph, but his brother's story I head from his own lips some 
years ago amid the beauty of Easter flowers. There is a phrase in his 
story about the promise Christ made to him on that eventful night, "I 
have promise to keep thee." This promise was abundantly fulfilled in 
the years of his experience.  
 
Simple, yet profound, straightforward and strong as his character, so 
was his conversion. How deep and real that experience must have 
been to keep him in his long and faithful years of service!  
 
Shall we wonder if it was daily renewed in his habit of devotion? He 
who held the plough proved wiser than Nicodemus, for he knew he 
must be born from above. From that day forward, he went straight on 
never forswearing that allegiance. He had seen the King in His beauty 
and knew that no man putting his hand to the plough and looking back 
was fit for the kingdom. 
 
He knew the transforming power. All was changed for him; all was 
made new for he too was a new creature formed to reveal the story. 
The old law was done away in a new. "A life for a life, and eye for an 
eye," was the old principle of righteousness and served the old people 
of God.  
 
"A life for a life" was the new principle of the new people of God. The 
difference was that Jesus had come and had given a new understand-
ing. It was expressed in the words above the altar in Saint Paul's Cathe-
dral, "God so loved the World that He gave His Son."  
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He could say with St. Paul, "the Son of God loved me and gave himself 
for me." A life for a life, yes, his life must be given to the Lord. So he 
lived a dedicated life. He was not his own. He was bought with a price. 
He served under an obedience, yet by the perfect law of liberty He was 
free.  
 
As church member, Sunday School worker, Secretary and Treasurer of 
this church, as Deacon, he was a pillar of the church. Set up as a Wit-
ness in this village to bespeak the infinite mercy and to declare the 
power and peace of a devout and holy life. Constant in attendance at 
worship he knew the mystery of applied godliness.  
 
Old friends old scenes will loveless be  
As more of Thee in each we see 
Some softening gleam of love and prosper 
Will down on every cross and care. 
 
But God not only met him in the appointed place, or in the home or in 
the fields, He had placed a guide book in his hands. Many times have I 
seen him with his Bible before him, as he went over the promises of 
God and drew life from the book of life. He knew the Bible. The figures 
in its pages were living men and women to him. They were of his world 
and spoke his language.  
 
 
It was on the Bible that he modelled his prayers, he often led us in 
prayer at the Communion Service and opened up to us the glory of the 
Mercy Seat. "Keep me as the apple of your eye" was a touching and a 
favourite phrase. It echoed his daily converse with His Father in 
Heaven.  
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Fredrich Heiler in his masterly study of Prayer thought the angels speak 
of the payers of those great men the prophets of old. Recounts the 
sense of a loving and creative experience which was theirs in prayer. So 
with our own John Timms. Prayer for him was creation of new power, 
new zest, new joy.  
 
His power to surmount obstacles was nowhere better shown than in 
his reaction to his serious accident in 1938. He turned his necessity to 
glorious gain. His sojourn in hospital made him less reserved, more 
than ever deeply grateful for every kindness shown. During his period 
of convalescence in hospital the Sister in charge said he often wit-
nessed to the other patients of the faith that was in him. When Dr. S 
Pearce Carey  met him last year, I thought of the words on the title 
page of Pearce Carey's book "Jesus" how they applied especially to 
both men:  
 
An aged man is but a paltry thing  
A tattered coat upon a stick unless 
Soul clap its hands and sing 
For every tatter in its mortal dress. 
 
John Timms louder sang as life went on, for his soul was in harmony 
with the Divine purpose. This was how he answered the ancient He-
brew question.  
 
He found wisdom, as he followed the plough, by following His Incar-
nate Lord. 
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THE BAPTIST CHURCH, BRIMPTON. 

 
Pastors of the Church (All Honorary). 

 
CHARLES RIXSON . . . . . . . . . . 1845-1851 
WILLIAM SKELT . . . . . . . . . . 1868-1875 
BENJAMIN   JOSEY . . . . . . . . . . 1875-1884 
H. CLARK . . . . . . . . . . . . 1885-1891 
JOHN G. SKELLEY . . . . . . . . . . 1891-1902 
J. BOND and W. S. WYLES  . . . . . . 1902-1904 
REGENTS PARK COLLEGE, LONDON . . 1905-1925 
       Student Pastors: - F. CHILTON, W. GIBSON, S. S. BLACK, 
       R. W.  HOBLING, PERCY BUFFARD, A. S. MARTIN, F. S. 
       DRAKE, FRANK BUFFARD, H.B. DRAKE, T. TUDOR RHYS, 
       W. G. ADDISON, F.G. HASTINGS, A. SMALL, H.W. HUNT,          
       MISS V. HEDGER, H.V. LARCOMBE, E.A. PAYNE, L.C.     
       CROSS, PHILIP PIGG, T.C. WARRINER, W. D. CAMPBELL. 
SPURGEON'S COLLEGE, LONDON . . . . 1926-1935 
       Student Pastors: - P. H.  W. BAILEY,   A.  L. HILLIARD,  

A. CASSIDY, W.B. FLETCHER, D. R. OLIVER, R. DAWSON. 
LESLIE WYETH . . . . . . . .  1935- 
 
 

 
Executive Officers of the Church, 1944. 

 
Hon. Pastor: MR.   L. WYETH. 
Deacons: MR.  G. LAWRENCE (Hon. Treasurer). 

MR.  C. SMITH. 
MR.  J. TIMMS (Hon. Secretary). 
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A  CENTURY OF WITNESS 

 
THE STORY OF BRIMPTON BAPTIST CHURCH, BERKSHIRE. 

 
BY LESLIE WYETH. 

 
 
 

FOREWORD. 
 

BY THE REV.  S. PEARCE CAREY, M.A., D.D. 
 

I was greatly privileged and blessed to hear my beloved friend, 
Leslie Wyeth, read at my bidding to me this story of the hundred years 
of Brimpton Baptist fellowship and service. As story, written with unu-
sual literary skill, it charmed me. But as fact, it thrilled me with its 
memberships' steadfastness. I said to myself with the Psalmist, "the su-
per-excellent of all the earth are the saints, in whom is all my delight." 

It is good that the record is being published in this Centenary 
year. I shall expect to hear that it has found its rapid way into every 
centre and corner of its County, and beyond, to the heartening of our 
Churches and the glory of God. 
 

S. PEARCE CAREY. 
3•9-44• 

"His Banner over us is Love." 
“Herein lies wisdom, beauty and increase  
Without this-folly, age and cold decay." 

 
 
 

Issued to Commemorate the Centenary. 
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A CENTURY OF WITNESS 
 

 
ix  years  before  Queen   Victoria   came  to  the  throne of 
England, Jabez Vines, corn merchant  of  Reading, took a 
lease  of  Brimpton  Mill.  Historians remember the year 1831 
as one of crisis in the story of parliamentary reform.  The 

year  before,  in   France,   a new   revolution   had   broken   out,   but   
instead   of   a fresh  reign  of  terror,  Louise  Phillipe  of  Orleans  
mounted  the throne to give to the suffering people a new and liberal 
constitution. This encouraged the English reformers to press for a simi-
lar measure. The zeal and temper of the people rose as they struggled 
to get a reform bill through parliament, until in 1831 there were seri-
ous riots throughout the country, and there seemed every prospect of 
civil war. But wiser counsels prevailed and in 1832 the Reform Bill be-
came law.  The “Age of Reform " had begun. 

In the quiet village of Brimpton in Berkshire another movement   
was   afoot.    Jabez   Vines   was   a   member   of   the Baptist  Church  
in  Reading,  and  he  found  a  great  dearth  of religious instruction in 
the parishes of Brimpton and Wasing. 
This weighed upon his conscience, until at last divinely moved, he   li-
censed   the   mill   house   for   public   worship.    Since his arrival in 
the village it had been his custom to gather his family and friends to-
gether on Sundays for prayer and praise, during which he read a ser-
mon.   This considering of things divine made an impression on many 
and they desired to join. The act of licensing was Jabez Vines public an-
swer to the expression of so great spiritual need. As time went on the 
numbers at this and other gatherings increased. Children were invited 
and a Sunday school was formed. Christ's poor were fed with the bread 
of life and the milk of human kindness. To many the meeting at the mill 
had opened a new world. For five years the movement prospered until 
there was not enough room for all who desired to come.  
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It was evident that this was a work of God, and as such it did not lack 
opposition. Influential local  persons  did  all  they  could  to  prevent  
both  adults  and children  from  attending. The feud between the Es-
tablished Church and Non-Conformity waxed bitter in those days.   To 
side with the Dissenters was no easy choice. This Mr Vines and his 
friends found when time again they attempted to pro cure land on 
which to build a meeting house for the growing congregation. Persis-
tent effort and prayer  prevailed  in  1837 when Mr John  Goddard,  a  
yeoman  farmer  drawn  to  the worship at the mill, provided  the  land  
for  a  nominal  sum. Soon after this the present Meeting House and 
Manse were built. Despite continued opposition the newly formed 
cause prospered and a certain Mr Rutherford became the first pastor. 
There  is  no  record  of  his  work  or  of  its  length,  but we know that 
his successor, Mr, Young (a minister  from  the Horne Mission ) was  
both  zealous  and  successful.  His  work and influence spread beyond  
Brimpton  to  the  neighbouring villages until it seemed a prophecy  of  
an  outpouring  of  grace. But the promise was not fulfilled,  for  Mr 
Young  left  after  a few years of ministry for other service, and  the  
cause declined and  was  for  a  while  abandoned. 

Whatever human reasons may be given for this, it was not 
God's purpose that the fruits of the Spirit and the loving labours of His 
servants should be cast away. "The  bruised  reed  He will  not  
break,  nor  quench  the  smoking  flax." The  agent  of revival  was 
close at hand,  for touring  the village  Bethels in the district was a no-
ble and gifted young preacher,  Charles Rixson It was  to  this  man  that  
the  eyes  of  the  pastor-less  remnant  of Brimpton  Baptists  were  
turned. They  reopened  their  meeting house  with  courage  fortified  
and  besought  him  to  preach  to them  for  an  indefinite  period.
 So  this  valiant  knight  of  the Holy  Ghost  came  to  restore  " 
the  years  that  the  locusts  had eaten,"  to  revive  the  spirit  of  the  
downcast,   and  to  be  the founder  under   God  of  the  present  
Church  fellowship. 
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On August 2nd, 1843, the first ordinance of believer’s baptism 

was administered in the river near the mill.   The four candidate s were 
baptised by the Rev.  H.  Fuller.   They were Charles Rixson, William and 
Daniel Zopett and Mary Goswell. From the river resplendent  with  vi-
sion  they and their friends repaired  to the  meeting  house,  where the  
Rev. J. Statham of Reading  preached,  and  in  solemn  covenant  the  
Church  was formed. At least seven others in that small congregation 
felt the presence of the Spirit.    So the Church was founded on a sense 
of deep need and of a saving knowledge of one who met that need. Its 
members knew poverty and injustice in the world.   Opposition was 
about them, and they knew the frailty of their hearts, their ignorance 
and sin. But they found in the Church the riches of divine justice and 
love. They were fellow workers with God, strong through faith, illumi-
nated by the   Spirit. They took   their pardon   from their   God and re-
joiced in redemption. They had come to Calvary and found peace.
 They  lived  in  the  days  of  " the  hungry  forties " but deeper 
than physical hunger was their  hunger for the " Bread of  Life and  
Manna of the Soul." They were longing for things eternal,  for  a wider  
horizon  than  that  bounded  by  the  fields and  hedges  of  their  vil-
lage  home. They were Dissenters in men's eyes, but they conformed 
to the law of God. 

Two years later, on June 10th, 1845, they called Charles Rixson 
to be their pastor, and on August 13th of that year he was ordained to 
the pastoral charge. It was a divinely guided step, for under his care the 
Church grew. The “lost sheep” returned and the windows of heaven 
were opened in blessing. In less than a year twenty-one persons were 
baptised into membership. Until his untimely death in 1851 Rixson con-
tinued his self-sacrificing labours. Straightened in circumstances, la-
bouring with his hands to support his wife and family (he received no 
salary for his pastorate) he spared no pains in his holy office. With but 
the rudiments of education, his only book of wisdom the Bible, he used 
his natural gifts as a preacher to declare Jesus Christ and him crucified.  
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Through him unlettered and unlearned,   the   Spirit spoke. Yet 

how great the things which were wrought in Brimpton by him. What an 
amazing witness with such slender human resources. But the strain of 
continued manual and mental labour, together with his spiritual wres-
tling with souls, proved too much for his strength. The noble spirit 
burned out its mortal frame, and worn out with his labours he passed 
to his rest at the early age of 39 years. 

With  the  Church  bereft  of  its  pastor,  the  wife  of  her 
husband,  and  the  seven young  children  of  their  father,  small won-
der that clouds of sorrow hung over the Brimpton Baptists. 
For seventeen long years they struggled on pastor less, save for the 
help of a few unknown Newbury friends who espoused the poor and 
feeble cause. How deep was their need? They experienced many 
changes, wept over those who left them for “green fields beyond the 
swelling flood," sorrowed and prayed more for those who departed be-
cause faith and love had grown cold. Yet abiding faithful, they held on, 
and through the long night of loneliness kept alive their flickering lamp 
of witness. Towards the close of this period much help was given by 
friends from King's Road Baptist Church, Reading. By horse and pony 
trap lay preachers made the journey through fine and foul weather 
amid discouragement and discomfort to succour the struggling cause. 
Late in 1867, as the result of a suggestion by these friends, the Rev. W. 
Skelt was invited to become the pastor. There were many advantages 
in this, Mr Skelt was a very acceptable preacher and had given much 
help, and moreover he was of independent means and possessed en-
ergy and leisure. The seventeen members of the little Church (including 
Elizabeth Rixson, the widow of the late pastor) gladly received him “as 
the messenger of the Lord."  He; for his part, had no illusions as to the 
difficulties of his task.  
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He wrote in a note at the time “The village is isolated with most of the 
people living from l to 3 miles away so that the prospects are not very 
encouraging." Mr Skelt remained as pastor until 1875, and in the issue 
neither he nor the Brimpton friends were disappointed.  He was a man 
of parts, diligent in the pastoral office and a forceful preacher. He bus-
ied him self in the care of the e fabric of the Church and Manse, and we 
owe him a debt for preserving the only records we possess of the first 
fifty years. Echoes of past controversies come from this period, a dis-
cussion of Mr Gladstone's Bill for Disestablishment is reported.  The 
Berks Baptist Association at Wantage in 1868 discusses a scheme for 
aiding ministers. The deeper, personal note appears in the Church 
Minutes for 1868 as they record the religious testimony of Mr John 
Paine. “Mr Paine stated that he was poor, without education, had been 
a vile sinner, but God had raised him out of the ruin of 1he fall. He was 
a believer in Christ, Rejoiced in God's Pardoning Love and wished to 
witness the same by public baptism."    In truth the glorious work sped 
on. 

Before leaving Brimpton in 1875 Mr Skelt introduced to the 
Church Mr. Benjamin John Josey, of Newbury, as a suitable successor. 
Mr Josey had served as a lay preacher with acceptance and he was in-
vited to the pastorate.  He continued until 1884 when he removed to 
East Ilsley.  A carpenter by trade, he gave his services freely, and the 
Church made steady progress. His right hand   man, a faithful col-
league, was Brother Wm. Prior, the only deacon, a constant soul of 
great integrity. These men were workers who toiled ceaselessly for 
Christ, but their written words were few, as the brevity of the minutes 
suggests. But the steady record of baptisms proves that the Word was 
with power, and two young men who so witnessed were to be pillars of 
the Church in the coming years, Thomas Binge and John Timms. 
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On January 28th, 1885, (a day of heavy rain) the Rev. H. Clark of 

Baughurst was recognised as minister of the Church. For six years Mr 
Clark exercised a vigorous ministry. The Church increased in member-
ship, and a notable feature he introduced was the annual Sale of Work.  
The finances of the period were very good and in r888 an Angelus Or-
gan was installed. The recurrent refrain of this period is one of grati-
tude to God for sustained success. After six  years  of happy ministry 
Mr Clark  left  for  Cambridge  and  in  r89r the Rev. John G . Skelley suc-
ceeded to the pastorate.  He found the Church a religious and social 
centre for the neighbourhood and served it with ability and grace until 
1902. The Sunday school flourished during these years, and Services of 
Song, Tea meetings, Temperance Crusades, Prayer Meetings all reflect 
a Church in earnest as to its witness in the village. 

With the departure of Mr Skelley in 1902 the Church began to 
show evidence of decline. Death robbed it of some members and there 
were few to take their place.  Help was sought and found in Reading 
and for two years Mr Bond and Mr Wyles assumed responsibility for its 
supervision. But the arrangement proved unsatisfactory.   The mem-
bership declined to ten persons and many felt that the glory had de-
parted. The cry of the man of Macedonia "Come over and help us" is 
reflected in the Berks Baptist Association report for 1904. “The little 
Church at Brimpton demanded your committee's attention and help. 
Here it had come in to strengthen the things which remained and were 
ready to die. Having failed at self-help it appealed to the Association." 
In this appeal we may read the wisdom and devotion of the secretary 
and treasurer of the “little " church, Mr John Timms.  He was resolved 
that it should not die.   Help came in the pledge of the Regents Park 
College Preaching Station Society which assumed full control of the 
Church, and appointed Mr F. Chilton as student pastor.    This was on 
January 15th, 1905, 
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And on April 2nd of that year six believers were baptised and they with 
seven others were joined to the fellowship.  The dark clouds were 
breaking and the dawn appeared.  It was the answer to prayers that 
“wrestled with the Spirit."  Faith had been sorely tried, this was the 
earnest of its triumph. In the strength of this new aid the Church girded 
its loins, and Wm. Carey's word expressed its spirit, “Expect great 
things from God, attempt great things for God." For this succession of 
Regent's young men had the passion of the Gospel in their hearts.  God 
had called them to labour in this His vineyard. Through the years they 
tried new methods, each fresh student pastor brought his individual 
gift to lay upon the altar.    They fired others with their enthusiasm. 

"There bliss in that new dawn to be alive 
But to be young was very heaven." 

The sign had been the re-opening of the waters of baptismal 
Confession.   Congregations   grew, the   witness   lamp   burned 
Brightly again. The drooping spirit of the Church revived, touched by 
the hand of the Lord of Glory.   And who shall 
Say how these things were accomplished?  That they were accom-
plished is true, for the stalwarts of today were the youths and maidens   
of   yesterday.   "Not   by   might   nor   by power, but by My Spirit, saith 
the Lord." 

As the years passed and the work prospered the need for a 
School building to house the Sunday school and other gatherings was 
felt. Early in 1913 estimates were obtained and all and sundry worked 
with a will to raise the necessary money. The School building was 
opened on January 21st, 1914, by Miss M. Gould and Rd. Gould 
preached the afternoon sermon. Among the visitors were the Revds. 
Davis, R.  G.  Fairbairn, Nash, Pike and Mr Canley.  This was followed 
during the year with many social and devotional functions culminating 
in an open air mission for a week during October. Meanwhile Europe 
had become a battlefield, the Great War had broken on the world as a 
thief in the night.  
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The young men of the Church were called away, but the work 

went on.  The years after the war brought their problems. The human 
spirit was afflicted with a palsy.  The old order had passed, the new was 
not yet born. Strange remedies appeared to heal the radical sickness of 
the heart of man. But through all this the Brimpton   Baptists kept their 
lamp of witness alight.  The Student pastors from Regent's Park still 
came to challenge, strengthen, and heal. This continued until 1925 
when the arrangement was discontinued in favour of the students 
from Spurgeon's College.  As   with the Regent’s men, so with them.  
They served the cause with energy, ability and devotion and are re-
membered with thanksgiving and affection.  Beneath   their aegis  the  
Christian  Endeavour  Societies  flourished  and  the many missions un-
dertaken bear testimony  to  their  zeal  in reaching those who were 
outside the Church's influence. Their pastoral service ended towards 
the end of 1935 when it was intimated that the College could no longer 
accept responsibility for the cause. Once again the Church felt its need 
and wondered from whence would come its help. It was then that the 
present writer was asked to become the honorary pastor and to feed 
Christ’s flock in this sequestered village. 

The story of these latter years is one of steady faith and 
Loyalty, of deeds of loving service. We bear a precious heritage and 
share in the communion of the saints.    Through the years 
God has raised up many noble men and women to keep the lamp 
alight. The work of grace has been evident through each period of the 
story of this Church. Never more so than in the long life and witness of 
that prince among the sons of Brimpton, the late Mr John Timms, who 
passed into the Presence early in 1943• He was baptised with his 
brother Joseph on April  27th,  1879,  and  from  then  until  his  death 
he  remained,  like  Milton's  Seraph  Abdiel, 

"Unshaken, unseduced, unterrified, His loyalty he kept, his love, 
his zeal, Nor number nor example with him wrought 
To swerve from truth, or change his constant mind." 
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As Church secretary, treasurer, deacon for over 50 years, as Sunday 
school worker, counsellor, guide and friend he was ever the Church’s 
loving faithful servant. A son of the soil He lived close to nature's God, 
a son of God by grace he lived by faith and prayer. He has bequeathed 
to us the gracious memory and inspiring example of a saintly life. By 
such as He the lamp of witness has been handed to us of this genera-
tion. 

A century of witness, this is our glory today. It is well 
to glory in the achievement of the past, but we may not live. On his-
tory. We have a witness to bear in our day and generation. It is to de-
clare the unsearchable riches of Christ, this is our present task. This 
task is also the justification for our existence as members of the Body 
of Christ, and heirs of the Glorious promises of God. 
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A Sunday Evening – 1940’s 

Visit of Rudolf Consterdine of Cairo YMCA - 1945 



 

~ 65 ~ 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Crowned “King of the Congo” - 1947 

Mrs Daisy MaClean – BMS Secretary until 1950 
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Mrs Stacey Smith – BMS Secretary – 1950-1966 

Mr and Mrs J Timms and Mr Wyeth - 1959 
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The following accounts were used at the 170th to bridge the gap 
between the 1960’s until today. 
 

 
Richard and Lily Strutt were greatly used of the Lord during their many 
years at Brimpton. Some here today will remember Richard well and 
we continue to stay in touch with and pray for Lily since she moved to 
Bolton to be nearer her family.  
 
On the first page of the minute book from 1968-1981 the Strutts arrival 
and membership at Brimpton is recorded: 
 

“Church meeting held 3 November 1968 after service. The 
meeting opened in prayer. The names of  
 
“Mr and Mrs R.W. Strutt were brought forward for transfer from 
East Hill Baptist Church, Wardsworth (sp?). They have settled in 
Woolhampton and desire to be joined in fellowship at Brimpton. 
The secretary was asked to apply for the necessary transfers.  
 
“The meeting closed in prayer.” 
 
- Signed, Leslie Wyeth, pastor 

 
 

“Note 5th January 1969 Special Meeting called.  
 
“The transfer of Mr and Mrs. Strutt has come from Wardsworth 
and all being in order it was agreed that they be given the right 
hand of fellowship on the first Sunday February.” 
 
- Signed, Leslie Wyeth, pastor   
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Note Written in 1989 
With the merger of Faith Baptist Church with Brimpton Baptist Church 
it appears Richard Strutt wrote a note summerising the condition of 
Brimpton Baptist church when he and Lily had arrived some 21 years 
earlier.  

21 Years Ago  
About 13 in congregation 

Miss May Timms Organist 
Miss Daisy Timms Treasurer 
Mr Jack Timms – pulpit supplies (very satisfactory) 
Mr Jack Timms Secretary 

Pastor L Wyeth – monthly communion 

Mr Williams Caretaker 
No debts Good contributions to B.M.S.  
Interior decorations – gift from B.B.A – church of the year 
Exterior decorations – Every few years 

Schoolroom – used once for social gathering 

Baptistery – not used for 50 years 

Dying congregation! 1 young girl and next us in our fifties 

What was our future? 

Mrs. L Strutt became organist 
Mr. Strutt became secretary and booked speakers. Very good 
preaching. 

 
Richard Strutt along with the Timms, Lodges and others kept the doors 
open for many years at Brimpton. Richard often preached and several 
of Richard’s sermons have been kept for us. He would normally place 
his manuscript sermon notes in the bin and Lily would quietly remove 
them and save them.  
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Many knew Richard and Lily Strutt to be ‘Prayer Warriors’. In 
conversation with them it was not unusual to find they had begun to 
speak to the Lord in just the same way as they were speaking to you. 
They had such a realisation of the presence of God that they knew He 
heard them even more so than the person stood in front of them.  
 
Lily continues to be a blessing and challenge to many.  
 
We thank God for their faithful service, their fellowship in the ministry 
and their friendship.  
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Excerpts from Minute 
Books 5 & 5b 

1968-1992 
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The history of two Baptist churches combined in 1988 when Faith 
Baptist Church and Brimpton Baptist Church merged. The authors of 
“The Brimpton Story” make the unfortunate, and inaccurate, statement 
that “the Chapel today is the home of a different group of Baptists 
which originated among the Americans who worked at Greenham 
Airbase.”  
 
The truth is that two churches of virtually identical faith and practice 
combined their strengths to continue as a single fellowship. The 
strengths of the Brimpton Baptist fellowship were in the maturity of 
their faith and their buildings. The strengths of the Faith Baptist 
fellowship were in their numbers and zeal. When these two fellowships 
merged it guaranteed the continuation of both and enabled an 
unbroken line of Baptists worshipping and serving in Brimpton since 
1829. 
 
Faith Baptist Church was started by Tom Dotson (Lenwood Thomas 
Dotson). The Faith Baptist Church minute book begins: 
 
“Business meeting held on 9th December, 1984. For the purpose of 
constituting Faith Baptist Church.  
 
“Carl Lesley proposed that the meeting be held. Seconded by Lou 
Jauregue.  Chuck Ducharme proposed the motion that we adopt the 
constitution; seconded by Jeff Walls. 
 
“No objections or queries were raised so a vote was taken and the 
motion was carried in favour unanimously. 

 
“The meeting closed.  

 
“Signed: D. I. Imms” 
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The church thrived for several years and rented school halls and village 
halls in which to meet and worship. During this time they prayed and 
searched for a permanent building.  
 
After meeting in the building for a short while Faith and Brimpton 
agreed to merge.  
 
Faith Baptist’s minute book has this record from April 1988: 
 

“Our pastor met with Pastor Wyeth, Mr Strutt and the secretary 
of the Berkshire Baptist Association. Pastor Wyeth agreed to 
step aside as Pastor but wanted us to remain as part of the 
Berkshire Baptist Association but would not make this a 
stipulation. Our pastor said that he would pray about this and 
that he had problems with what their constitution said but 
more what it did not say.” 
 

In May of 1988 another business meeting recorded: 
 

“Last Wednesday Pastor met with the 6 members of Brimpton 
Baptist Church when they held their official business meeting. 
They voted 100% in favour of merging with Faith Baptist. They 
made three requests: 
1. That the church should be called Brimpton Baptist Church. 
2. That there should be a communion service once a month in 

the mornings 
3. That they wanted the worship service at 11:00.  
So pastor proposed that we hold 2 communion services per 
month, one in the morning on the second Sunday and one in 
the evening on the fourth Sunday in the month. Also, that we 
hold adult Bible classes at 10:00 followed by morning service at 
11:00 with a short break in between. 
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“The members of both churches will merge as one membership. 
The Treasurer has resigned. New Trustees can eventually be 
nominated. We shall be leaving the school name as Faith 
Christian School.” 
 

The minute book from Brimpton Baptist Church has this entry on the 
18th of May, 1988: 
 

“Members present: The Misses Timms, Mr Timms, Mr Lodge, 
Mrs Strutt and Mr Strutt (secretary). Present also, Pastor T. 
Dotson. 
 
“After due consideration the following resolution was adopted 
unanimously, 
 
‘That Brimpton Baptist Church agrees to merge with Faith 
Baptist Church and to retain the name Brimpton Baptist Church. 
We do this on the understanding that we shall secede from the 
B.B.A and the B.A. and become an ‘independent church’.  
 
“Proposed by Mr. Strutt, seconded by Mr. Timms. 
 
“The time schedule suggested was to commence the new 
initiative on the first Sunday in July when Mr and Mrs Wyeth 
would be invited to a special service of dismissal, at 11am.” 
 

A bulletin from 3rd July, 1988 shares details of the first service with the 
two fellowships having combined.  
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Daisy, Jack, -- & -- TImms 

Richard and Lily Strutt 
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Douglas and Elsie Lodge 
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Brimpton Baptist Church - 1988 
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Pastor Tom Dotson 
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The 1980’s to the Present  
The lack of detail in this booklet between 1988 and 2013 is not due to 
lack of activity.  
 
Tom Dotson remained pastor throughout these years but on occasion 
had to spend time in the US. During those times several good men 
continued the ministry here. Among them were Pastors Wahl, Smith, 
Abraham, Yearwood and others.  
 
The current pastor, Martin Wickens, and many in the current 
congregation, were either led to the Lord or joined the church by 
transfer through the ministry of Tom and Jane Dotson.  
 
Pastor Dotson’s love for souls has been an inspiration to many and his 
constant witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ is known by many in the 
area.  
 
The Dotsons burden to provide a Christian education for children has 
helped many families and children through the years. Brimpton Baptist 
has a strong home-educating community and this is due almost 
exclusively to the Dotsons influence and leadership.  
 
In 2012 the church held a special service of thanks giving for the 
Dotsons as Tom and Jane permanently relocated to Easley, South 
Carolina in the USA. Both continue active in local churches.  
 
Faith Christian School 
Many worked hard to provide a Christian education for many children 
through the school. Some of the teachers were Diane Imms, Jane 
Dotson, Linda Ellsmore, Kristi Daniels, Angela Baker, Jill Garrison and 
others who laboured for shorter time periods.  
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Camp Joy 

A Camp ministry also began during this time and thrived. With the 
oversight of Tom Dotson several Camp Directors have been used of the 
Lord: Pedro Yearwood, Martin Wickens and Joel Baker.  
 
Faithful Members, Friends and Co-workers 

During these many faithful families and individuals have been of 
immeasurable blessing and help. Some were members of the church 
and others were regular attenders. Many other pastors and Christian 
workers from around the country and around the world have also 
blessed our fellowship.  
 
Many, many more names could be mentioned, but then the risk is run 
of missing out someone and offence being caused. However, the Lord 
knows everyone’s labour of love and will reward them in due time.  
 
2013 –  
The generation of believers in fellowship at Brimpton Baptist church 
share the historic positions and burdens of those who established the 
church and of those who continued the ministry over the last 170 
years.  
 
This common ground is due to having the same Source for all we 
believe and practice – the Bible.  
 
May God bring glory to His name and draw many souls to Himself 
through this generation of believers and may we provide a solid 
foundation on which future generations may build and grow.  
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170th Anniversary 



 

~ 83 ~ 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

~ 84 ~ 
 

 
 

General Timeline 
 
1828 - Registration of Nonconformist Meeting (5th November) 
1833 - Registration of Nonconformist Meeting (16th December) 
1833  - William Wilberforce succeeds in the abolition of slavery in the 

British Empire 
 - Chicago, USA, constitutes as a village with 200 citizens 
 - Charles Darwin on his famous voyage on HMS Beagle  
1843 - Chapel and Manse Constructed 
1845 - Charles Rixson called as first pastor 
 - Hong Kong declared a British colony 
 - Dicken’s “A Christmas Carol” published 
1868 - Charles Rixson called to pastor 
1875  - Benjamin Josey called to pastor 
1875 - Oil lamps added to the church 
1875 - Harmonium introduced 
1879  - John Timms born again and received into membership 
1885 - H. Clark called to pastor 
1887 - New pews purchased (probably current ones still in use) 
1891 - John Skelly called to pastor 
1905 - Regents Park College began providing preachers 
1907  - 10% of income dedicated to missions 
1913  - Sunday School building built 
1926 - Spurgeon’s College began providing preachers 
1935 - Leslie Wyeth called to pastor 
1944 - “A Century of Witness” published 
1969 - Richard and Lily Strutt received into membership 
1984 - Faith Baptist Church constituted 
1988  - Faith Baptist and Brimpton Baptist merge 
1988 - Tom Dotson becomes pastor of Brimpton Baptist 
2011 - Martin Wickens called to pastor (28th March) 
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“Now unto him that is able to do exceed-
ing abundantly above all that we ask or 

think, according to the power that worketh 
in us, Unto him be glory in the church by 
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world 

without end. Amen.” 
Ephesians 3:20-21 

 

 
 


